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How safe are you in your community? According to the crime statistics, the community
in which I lived for over ten years was considered to be one of the safest communities in
the nation. And it is--from one perspective. From the perspective of spiritual safety, it is a
very dangerous place to live.

According to statistics provided by the community, over 60% of the people who claim to
be Christians attend a “church,” stake or temple where they are mentored, trained,
equipped and motivated to sell you on their beliefs, to earn your trust, and to win you
over to their side by knocking on your door and convincing you that they’re right and
you’re wrong about who God is. Here’s the danger: they’re really, really good at it.

I know this all too well. A number of years ago a member of my flock was taken—
stolen—right out from under my care. I can’t help but take it personally. I know God
does. I promised God then that I would forever use the resources He gives to equip,
strengthen, and arm the people of my flock to defend themselves against these kinds of
spiritual attacks. I hope that what I offer in this article will help arm you, and help you
arm your flock, as well.

Before engaging in conversation with a “door-knocker” about the one true God, you first
have to know something about what they believe. I recommend the “How To Respond...’
series from Concordia Publishing House. These small booklets are excellent resources for
becoming more familiar with the faith you’re up against and learning how to handle
questions about the differences between your Christian faith and theirs.

>

Here are some additional practical helps:
1. Don’tinvite them in!

While hiding or arguing or pretending not to speak English are all practical
avoidance tactics when someone comes knocking at your door, be assured it is okay
not to be so nice and welcoming to everyone who comes knocking on your door. “If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your
house or welcome him” (2 John 10).

The danger in inviting a door-knocker into your home is that many of these door-to-
door “missionaries’ are masters at using Christian terms and making you feel like
you’re really all on the same page. You’re not! They don’t mean ‘“grace,”
“salvation,” “heaven,” and “god” the way you do. That’s where you get trapped! In
the midst of all the double-talk, it’s easy to fall prey to a missionary teaching plan



that does not come from the hearts of the young people there at your door, now in
your home, but created by some of the cleverest sales psychologists in the world.

Don’t try to win an argument! Try instead to win a soul!

“Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments . . . Those who
oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance
leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses and
escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.” (2
Timothy 2:23-26)

My heart goes out to these who are deceived. They don’t know Jesus like we do.
They don’t know His love and forgiveness. They don’t have assurance of salvation.
Maybe your heart goes out to them too. But don’t try to argue them into believing
what you believe. Instead, simply be prepared to speak what you know about God to
be true. The best offense is a great defense!

Prepare your defense!
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer

to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect.” (1Peter 3:15 — NIV)

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and
fear.” (1 Peter 3:15 - NKJV)

Know what God says about himself!

Have the Scripture ready to back you up, especially that which supports the Holy
Trinity and the grace of Jesus Christ. Ask your pastor for help with this.

Know key objections regarding the Trinity!
For example: “The name ‘Trinity’ isn’t in the Bible.”
Response: “But the teaching of the Trinity is!”

Pray!
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions...Pray also for me, that whenever I open my

mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of
the gospel...” (Eph 6:18-19)

We can’t stand before these trained door-knockers in our power alone. Their
teachings are very tempting. Who doesn’t want to be a god; have your own planet on
that side of eternity and on this side...have a secret; have all the answers and be able
to “reason” anything in Scripture?



Those who attempt to sway you from your Christian faith are often-times highly skilled at
doing so. The next time someone knocks on your door, don’t worry about winning an
argument or even being articulate. Simply stand on the truths you know about God, see
that person through the loving eyes of Jesus Christ and be open to God using you.
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